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Among  the  best-kept  "secrets" 
in  Mississippi  Baptist  life  are  the 
Young  Musicians  camps,  held  for 
two  consecutive  weeks  each 
summer  on  the  campus  of 
Baptist-affiliated  Blue  Mountain 
College  in  Blue  Mountain.  This 
summer  the  camps  were  held 
July  14*18  and  July  21-25. 

The  camps  are  open  to  students 
who  have  completed  third 
through  fifth  grades.  During  the 
first  week  of  camp,  enrollment  was 
50  children  with  a  total  of  74 
attending.  The  second  week's  pro¬ 
jected  enrollment  was  75  children 
and  a  total  of  115. 

"We've  been  sponsoring 
Young  Musicians  camp  since 

1070  c,_,U  t-.11™.  ~ 


BAPTISTS 


said  Sarah  contract 

in  the  Church  Music  , 

Department  of  the  Mississippi  fmj 

Baptist  Convention  Board.  %  JF  ” 

"We've  been  at  Blue  Mountain  M 

College  for  about  25  years." 

rehearsing  for  exce 

C...  ■  ^  campers  for  their  concert  or 

SXdXZ  SfKtSS  I“'V  “  -1  »■  'Pho,°  »y  Tony  , 

cal  emphasis,  because  music  - 

speaks  to  the  soul."  *  worship  service  f< 

Monday  at  camp  includes  registration,  theory  classes,  reh 
supper,  and  the  first  of  many  rehearsals.  "The  lunch.  Morning  c 
children  have  never  seen  the  music  they  per-  Story  (salvation);  - 
form,"  said  Talley,  "and  they  completely  and  Sing  the  Story 
memorize  it  in  three  days."  "Besides  the  me 

The  first  day  continues  with  worship  held,  schedule  three  spir 
as  are  many  of  the  other  camp  activities,  in  week,  and  one  is  al 
Lowrey  Memorial  Church  next  to  die  Blue  tion,"  said  Talley. 
Mountain  College  campus.  Following  wor-  After  lunch  co 
ship  is  the  nightfy  "feature,"  which  might  be  ative  time  inclu' 


Return  to  Sender 

he  loss  of  Greg  Gomez  on  July  5,  on  a  Greg' s  grandfather  Gregorio  Gomez,  Jr.,  g 

remote  mountain  road  in  Peru  nas  been  recalled  how  he  and  Greg  s  grandmother  tr 
startling.  As  college  students  respond  to  had  recently  traveled  to  Oxford  in  May  tor 

the  call  of  missions  to  serve  and  Greg's  graduation  in  mechanical  engineer-  tf 
give  of  themselves,  only  visions  of  ing.  He  said  that  Greg  was  eager  to  show  a 
helping  others  and  sharing  one's  them  around  the  campus,  showing  them  h 
\  hum,  at  first,  come  to  mind.  Exotic  where  he  had  lived  as  a  freshman,  sopho-  a 
locations  add  appeal  as  well  as  more,  junior,  and  senior.  He  went  on  to  p 
the  lure  of  experiencing  other  cul-  show  nim  other  important  places  mclud-  a: 
tures  and  die  adventure  of  it  all.  ing  the  building  where  he  had  taken  many  si 
When  the  Peruvian  national  of  nis  engineering  courses.  h 


Gregory  Gomez  IV 


was  serving  as  a  Mississippi 
Baptist  student  summer  mission¬ 
ary  on  an  International  Mission 
Board  project  in  Peru.  His  Baptist 
Student  Union  (BSU)  at  Ole  Miss 
had  played  a  key  part  in  helping 
prepare  him  to  go,  and  Greg  was 
ready. 

This  past  Friday,  I  had  the 
privilege  of  attending  Greg's 
runeral  near  his  home  of  Glen 
Carbon,  II.  As  Ole  Miss  BSU 
Director  Morris  Baker,  Associate 
Director  Liz  Thurmond,  and  I  launched  out 
on  the  eight-hour  drive  from  Jackson.  I 
knew  it  was  important  for  us  to  go,  though 
I  did  not  fully  know  what  to  expect. 

What  we  experienced  was  the  wonder¬ 
ful  celebration  of  a  life  well-lived. 

During  die  service,  several  people  who 
were  dose  to  Greg  shared  memories  and 
experiences.  Morris  Baker  noted  that  Greg 
was  a  rare  student  and  not  only  because  of 
his  faithfulness  as  a  BSU  leader  for  four 
years.  He  recalled  how  Greg  would,  almost 
without  fail,  call,  e-mail  or  text  him  a  mes- 

words  of  affirma- 
ad  said  to  him  and 
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rents  were  being  made  aware,  and  I  imag¬ 
ined  then  what  lay  ahead  for  them.  What 
I  saw  near  Glen  Carbon,  II.,  was  one  of 
the  strongest  testimonials  of  a  life  well- 
lived  by  a  young  man  who  had  every¬ 
thing  to  live  for  and  so  much  to  give.  Yet, 
in  the  midst  of  all  of  his  success,  ne  chose 
to  also  follow  Christ  to  what  he  knew  as 
"the  ends  of  the  earth,"  in  Peru  —  and, 
like  thousands  of  other  Mississippi  BSU 
college  students,  he  heard  and  respond¬ 
ed  to  the  call  of  God  to  go  and  to  serve. 
tobf  13,  1985  One  week  before  his  death,  Greg  and 

.  n  more  than  fifty  other  student  missionar- 

luly  5,  /UUa  jes  Irving  jn  Peru  gathered  for  a  mid- 

summer  retreat.  As  they  were  closing 
their  time  together  and  preparing  to  go 
idfather  then  shared  how  he  back  to  their  fields  of  service,  Greg  was 
own  entry  into  heaven  one  asked  to  share  a  verse  of  Scripture.  This 

•  •  f  i  * .  a  a  .  i 


sage  each  week,  sharing 
tion  or  telling  what  God  . 

was  doing  in  his  life  as  a  result  of  his  being 
in  that  worship  experience.  Greg  seemed  to 
always  be  listening  for  God's  voice. 

Greg's  sister  April  talked  about  how  he 
had  a  consistent  passion  to  live  his  faith 
wherever  he  was.  She  described  Greg  as, 

"hard-wired  to  share  the  Gospel."  He  did 
that  well  in  all  aspects  of  life  at  Ole  Miss,  as 
noted  by  more  than  forty  of  his  fraternity  Greg's 

brothers  who  attended  the  funeral.  imagined - -  - - 

Greg  had  served  the  Ole  Miss  Chapter  of  day,  with  Greg  awaiting  him,  ready  to  is  what  he  chose  to  read: 

Phi  Kappa  Psi  as  vice-president  ana  chap-  show  him  around  God's  heaven. 

lain.  Tne  fraternity  we©  site  read,  in  part.  He  closed  with  a  recollection  of  one  of  die  And  now,  behold,  bound  in  spirit,  I  am  on 
"With  his  friendship,  brotherhood  and  most  last  e-mails  he  had  gotten  from  Greg  in  my  way  to  Jerusalem,  not  knowing  what  will 
importantly,  his  faith,  Greg  inspired  every-  which  Greg  shared  his  enthusiasm  about  the  happen  to  me  there  (Acts  20:22). 
one  to  be  a  better  person  and  served  as  an  work  they  were  doing  in  Peru.  At  the  end  of 

exemplary  role  model  for  his  brothers."  that  e-mail  after  he  typed  his  name,  he  wrote  Greg  knew  his  mission,  understood  his 
April  went  on  to  urge  those  present  the  simple  phrase,  "Sending  the  Light."  calling  and  was  committed  to  sending 
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Ca.  voters  have  final  say  on  homt 

SAN  FRANCISCO  (BP  and  local  reports)  somewhat  concerned  about  what  the  court 
—  Two  months  after  issuing  its  landmark  might  do.  The  liberal  groups  argued  that  the 
decision  in  favor  of  homosexual  marriage,  amendment  would  "revise”  die  constitution 
the  California  Supreme  Court  handed  con-  and  take  away  constitutionally  guaranteed 
servatives  a  victory  July  16  by  allowing  a  pro-  fundamental  rights.  Such  fundamental  revi- 
posed  constitutional  marriage  amendment  to  sions  cannot  be  placed  on  the  ballot  via 
stay  on  the  November  ballot  in  that  state.  .  voter  initiative  and  must  be  approved  by 

Without  comment  die  justices  declined  to  two- thirds  of  the  state  legislature, 
hear  a  lawsuit  brought  by  die  American  Civil  The  amendment  is  known  as  Proposition 

Liberties  Union  (ALCUj,  homosexual  rights  8,  and  if  passed  would  reverse  the  4-3  deci- 
group  Lambda  Legal  and  other  liberal  and  sion  that  made  California  only  the  second 
homosexual  activist  groups  that  sought  to  state  to  recognize  homosexual  marriage, 
prevent  the  initiative  —  which  easily  quali-  v  "Time  and  time  again,  the  opponents 
ned  for  the  ballot  with  1.1  million  submitted  have  attempted  to  circumvent  tne  demo- 
signatures —  from  going  before  voters.  cratic  process,  but  the  fact  remains  that 

Some  of  the  legal  arguments  were  the  people  of  California  have  a  right  to 
viewed  as  long  shots  but  pro-family  attor-  vote  on  this  issue,"  said  Ron  Prentice, 
neys,  having  lost  confidence  in  the  justices  chairman  of  the  ProtectMarriage.com 
after  the  May  ruling  that  opened  the  door  to  coalition,  the  group  behind  Proposition  8. 
homosexual  marriages,  remained  at  least  "The  momentum  for'the  amendment 
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•  Fathers  who  attend  church  being  of  adults  and  children." 

several  times  a  month  or  more  Wny  does  religion  have 
"devote  at  least  two  hours  a  such  a  positive  impact  on 
week  more  in  youth-related  fathers  and  families?  The 
activities,"  "are  significantly  paper  cited  four  reasons, 
more  likely  to  engage  in  one-  Churches  and  religious  institu- 
on-one  activities  with  their  tions  teach  moral  responsibili- 
school-age  children"  and  "are  ty  to  fathers,  provide  fathers 
also  at  least  65%  more  likely  to  with  opportunities,  such  as 
report  praising  and  hugging  youth  groups,  to  spend  time 
their  children  very  often"  com-  with  their  children  and  fami- 
pared  to  fathers  who  don't  any  lies,  offer  encouragement  and 
religious  affiliation.  advice  on  being  an  effective 

•  Mothers  "who  attend  parent;  and  provide  a  "mean- 

church  weekly  or  more  are  about  ingful  order  to  life,  thereby 
half  as  likely  to  have  a  child  out-  helping  fathers  "deal  construc- 
side  of  wedlock,  compared  to  tively'  with  trials,  such  as 
mothers  who  attend  church  less  unemployment  and  death, 
often  or  never."  The  research  also  cited  data 

Marriages  are  strongest  when  showing  that  cohabitation  — 
the  husband  and  wife  attend  reli-  that  is,  couples  living  together 
gious  services  together,  the  before  marriage  —  do  not  pro- 
research  said.  vide  stability. 

"This  finding  is  important  "Men  living  in  cohabiting 
because  men,  women,  and  chil-  unions  are  unlikely  to  stick 
dren  who  are  fortunate  enough  around  and  develop  abiding 
to  live  in  families  centered  ties  to  their  children,  because 


ius  Christ 

Requests  the  ■- 

Honor  of 
Your 

V  Presence 
W  in  Heaven! 


Christians  homeless 

BEIJING  (BP) 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  fbHoumg  prayer 
with  God  in  your  ou’tt  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  1  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord. ) 

"But  as  many  as  receiivd  him, 
to  them  he  pave  the  right  to  become 
children  of God,  even  to  those  who 
beliezv  in  his  name.  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


A  leader  amons  China's  unregistered 
house  churches  and  Jus  wife  have  been  forced  from  their 
home  and  hounded  from  shelter  to  shelter  by  Chinese 
authorities  since  July  6,  according  to  the  human  rights 
group  China  Aid  Association  (www.chinaaid.org).  Bike 
Zhang,  chairman  of  the  Federation  House  Church  and  his 
wife  Xie  Fenglan  were  forced  to  leave  their  home  in 
Beijing's  Chaoyang  district  by  officials  of  the  Public 
Security  Bureau,  according  to  a  China  Aid  Association 
report  July  18.  At  last  report,  Zhang  and  his  wife  were  liv¬ 
ing  on  the  streets,  unable  to  find  shelter.  When  the  China 
Aid  Association  asked  why  the  couple  was  being  treated 
in  that  manner,  they  were  told,  "Because  Bike  Zhang  met 
the  Americans  and  destroyed  the  harmony  of  the  Beijing; 
Olympic  Games."  Another  Chinese  Protestant,  Sh 
Weihan,  remains  in  the  custody  of  Beijing  Municipa 
Public  Security  Bureau  on  the  grounds  that  he  is  a  "dan¬ 
gerous  religious  element,"  the  China  Aid  Association  said. 
Weihan  is  married  with  two  young  daughters,  one  of 
whom  is  an  American  citizen.  Shi,  a  Christian  publisher, 
has  been  held  for  four  months.  He  was  arrested  in 
November  2007  for  "illegal  business  practices"  but 
released  in  January  after  authorities  determined  there  was 
insufficient  evidence  to  support  the  charge.  He  was  re¬ 
arrested  March  19  for  allegedly  printing  unauthorized 


James  R.  "Jim"  Futral,  pastor  of  Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson,  is  unan¬ 
imously  elected  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  to  serve  as 
executive  director-treasurer  of  the  state's  largest  religious  denomination. 


Baptist  Memorial  Hospital  opens  Desoto  County's  first  acute-care 
hospital.  The  $20  million  facility  provides  100  acute  care  beds  with  a 
30-bed  rehabilitation  center  scheduled  to  open  in  October.  It  is  the 
ninth  regional  facility  owned  and  operated  by  BMH  of  Memphis. 


John  E.  Barnes,  pastor.  Main  Street  Church,  Hattiesbui 
mon  in  his  pulpit  challenging  the  Roman  Catholic  claim 
Catholic  book,  gaining  statewide  attention. 
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Blue  Mountain 


Know  Before  You  Blow 


Most  of  all  I  thanked  the  Lord  for 
the  blessing  Of  keeping  my 
mouth  shut.  I  thought  about  that 
verse  that  James  gave  us  in  his  lit¬ 
tle  epistle,  James  1:19.  He  said, 
"Wherefore  my  beloved 
brethren,  let  every  man  be  swift 
to  listen,  slow  to  speak,  and  slow 
to  wrath."  Like  with  so  many 
other  things  in  life,  we  get  the 
instructions  turned  around.  \Ne 
are  commanded  to  have  fast  ears 
and  slow  tongues.  We  are  far 
more  likely  to  nave  slow  ears  and 
fast  tongues. 

Jesus  experienced  the  full 
of  an  entire  family.  I  was  range  of  emotions  that  human 
ipset  off  and  on  during  beings  have  and  yet  they  were 
it  because  of  that  pup.  always  in  proper  place  with 

proper  response.  Never  did  He 
nave  to  say  that  He  was  so  sony 
that  He  got  angry  or  that  He 
wished  He  had  not  said  that. 
While  anger  can  work  to  our 
good  and  can  push  us  to  do  hero¬ 
ic  things,  it  is  always  wise  to 
know  before  you  blow. 

The  author  can  be  conatcted  at 


Emotions  are  gifts  from  God. 

We  seem  to  enjoy  and  long  for 
those  emotions  connected  with 
joy  and  happiness,  pleasure  and 
delight  more  than  we  do  some 
of  the  others.  For  instance,  most 
of  us  would  prefer  that  the  emo¬ 
tions  that  swirl  around  sadness, 
grief,  unhappiness,  and  anguish 
keep  their  distance.  The  tact  is 
they  too  are  gifts  from  God. 

They  play  a  vital  part  in  our 
human  makeup. 

Then  there  are  those  emotions 
that  are  connected  with  anger. 

The  kind  of  emotion  that  revs  us  pie 
up,  raises  our  blood  pressure, 
and  oftentimes  makes  us  act  out 
of  character  and  even  in  destruc¬ 
tive  ways.  A 
is  an  aspect 
God,  but  for  us  it  is  i 
that  we  keep  it  under  control. 

Anger  can  spiral  out  of  control 
ana  be  destructive  hurting  us  from  one 
and  those  around  us  beyond  any-  er  sometimes  just  tryii 
thing  we  would  have  imagined  press  it  and  get  some 

Recently  I  was  reminded  at  other  times  giving  in  to  it  and 
again  of  how  anger  can  rev  a  per-  wanting  to  bang  on  the  wall.  It 
son  up  and  push  their  actions  is  just  one  of  the  hazards  of 
beyond  their  thought  process.  I  sometimes  trying  to  create  a 
was  on  the  road,  had  preached  at  home  environment  away  from 
a  church,  and  had  gotten  to  the  home.  It  just  does  not  work, 
motel  where  I  was  supposed  to  Finally,  the  night  was  over,  I 
be  staying  after  11:00  p.m.  By  the  got  up,  and  as  I  went  outside  to 
time  I  checked-in  ana  got  to  my  get  a  paper,  I  saw  the  man  who 
room,  it  was  getting  late.  1  was  was  stajnng  in  the  room  next  to 
tired  and  ready  for  some  sleep.  1  me  carrying  a  sweet  little  inno- 
had  just  laid  down  and  started  cent  creature  outside  for  a  walk, 
moving  into  that  pre-sleep  stage  It  was  just  a  little  ole  bitty  hand- 
of  relaxation  when  I  heard  vap,  ful  of  stuff.  It  looked  like  a 
yap,  yap  that  brought  all  of  my  mixed  breed  animal  that  was  the 
senses  into  a  full  state  of  alert,  result  of  crossing  a  rat  with  a  cot- 
Understand  that  this  was  not  a  ton  boll.  My  anger  flamed  again 
bow-wow.  It  was  a  high-pitched  and  I  started  to  tell  the  man,  'Do 
sound  of  a  little  dog  yapping  at  you  realize  that  you  kept  me  up 
something.  I  had  not  done  any-  all  night  because  that  little  ole 
thing  to  stir  him  up  but  some-  dog  barked  all  night,"  but  I  did- 
thing  had  set  him  oft  and  he  was  n't.  I  smiled  ana  said,  "Good 
right  next  door  to  me.  morning."  He  went  his  way  and 

I  did  not  think  that  the  motel  I  went  mine, 
where  Iwas  staying  allowed  As  I  got  ready  to  head  out 
dogs  but  for  whatever  reason  that  morning  I  was  standing  at 
good,  bad,  or  otherwise  the  folks  the  registration  desk  and  he 
next  door  to  me  had  theirs  in  foe  passed  by  me  on  his  way  to 
room.  He  barked  for  a  little  while  work  or  somewhere.  The  lady 
and  then  quieted  down,  at  the  desk  said  to  me,  "I  feel  so 
Actually,  he  was  playing  a  game  sorry  for  him."  I  said,  "You  do! 
with  me  for  he  allowed  me  just  Why?"  She  said,  "Well,  they 
enough  time  to  doze  off  and  then  have  been  staying  wifo  us  for  a 
yap,  yap,  yap  he  started  again,  couple  of  weeks  now.  Their 
Now  I  had  Been  through  one  house  was  destroyed  by  a  toma- 
small  sleep  cycle  of  a  few  minutes  do.  They  lost  everything  they 
and  was  wide-awake  thinking  had.  I  mean  everything.  They 
that  this  is  not  going  to  be  a  gpoa  came  here  and  you  can  only 
night.  He  quieted  down  again  imagine  what  it  is  like  to  move 
but  now  I  was  struggling  wifo  your  family,  what  few  belong- 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


with  his  well-planned  yap.  My  thoughts 
Honestly,  during  the  waking  night  before.  A 
moments  I  thought  about  how  sleep  was^  disru] 
inconsiderate  people  can  be  to 
*  that  interrupts  peo- 

>  sleep  in  their  own 
moter  rooms.  I  thought  about 
the  motel  regulations  and  how 
the  management  should  take 
t  is  also  a  gift.  It  action  and  straighten  those  folks 
foe  character  of  out  so  I  could  get  some  rest.  1  family  knew  an; 

important  thought  about  calling  the  desk  anger  that  was 

‘  1  and  telling  them  of  my  plight,  me  because  of 
ivore  on  I  moved  barking,  what  1 1 

of  anger  to  anofo-  was  so  absolute 

to  sup-  unimportant,  ar 

iep  and  mention  compar 
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By  Charles  Marx.  1932  2004 
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Have  fun  with  cryptograph ^  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answe^to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Isaiah  Twenty-Four  Eleven 


Regional  Discipleship 
Rallies  8:30 .  T 1 :30  a.m. 


Men's  Ministry  State  Leadership  Training 
August  8-9,  Friday,  6  p.m.  -  Saturday,  1 1 :30  a.m. 
Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat,  Kosciusko,  Miss. 


•  Northern  Regional  Rally  ($1  at  the  <kx*/$5  tor  lunch) 

Thursday/  August  21,  at  Blut  Mountain  Collogo 

Rally:  Fairview  Choir,  Columbus 
Bill  Baker,  former  pastor  at  FBC,  Clinton 

BREAKOUTS: 

Fun  Tim  with  *CWm  -  Gary  Jackson,  “CW"  character  on 
WFCA  Rodio,  French  Camp 

Preparing  hr  the  Journey  -  Tom  Crocker,  LifeWay  Consultant,  Memphis,  Tenn. 
Seniors  on  Mission  with  God-  Kay  Cassibry,  State  WMU  Director,  MBCB 


Must  proregister  for  meed  by  August  18.  * 

To  registei  cclll  Blue  Mountain  College  at  662-6854771 
Questions:  Discipleship  4  Fomily  Ministry,  601-292-3284,  1  -800-748- 1651,  ext  284 


SPECIAL  GUESTS: 

Randy  Creamer.  Coordinator  for  Baptist  Builders.  NAMB 
Rob  Carr,  Royal  Ambassador  Specialist,  NAMB 


RAs:  Basic  RAs,  Strengthening  Your  RA  Chapter,  Mission  Options  for 
Youth.  How  to  do  Mission  Education  if  Your  Church  Doesn't  do  RAs 


Men:  Nuts  and  Bolts  of  Men*  Ministry,  Using  Creative  Ideas  to  Reach 
Men.  Baptist  Builders:  Reaching  Men  in  Special  Areas  of  Ministry.  Disaster 
Relief,  Lay  Renewal 


Cost:  $25  per  person  (includes  meals, 
lodging  and  sessions)  - 


Questions? 

Contact  Mens  Ministry 
Call:  601-292-3334 
1-800-748-1651,  ext.  334 
E-mail:  cwright®mbcb.org 


•  Southern  Regional  Rally  ($i  at  the  door) 

Tuesday,  August  26,  at  William  Cavay  University 

Rally:  Lincoln  Choral,  Brookhaven 

J.  Dennis  Daniels,  Congregational/Pastaral  Care  Ministry  at  FBC,  Jackson 


ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


July  24,  2008 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


Tray  this  bay  for... 


July  25  -  August  7 ,  2008 


Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1 -BOO-787-7729  (PRAY) 


'My  soul  puls  rest  in  Qob  alone:  my  saltation  comes  from  him.  <Ue  alone 
is  my  rock  anl  my  satiation:  he  is  my  fortress.  1  v/ill  ne\Jer  be  shaken. 

' Tsalm  62:1-2 


(I )  School  FtyrrWMft  and 
Teachers  Appreciation  fwMu 
fimphatisjl  |2|  Stony  students 
and  sp0QM«M»tng  to 


wkh  IMBmksjontonw  July  28  - 
August  10  *iy  that  students 
and  sponsors  m  experience 
God  ki  unique  ways  and  team  to 
have  a  heart  tor  mission  work 

Sochi  issues  Emphasis:  Odd 
Abuse  ACAC  Bnphaasj.  |2|  Jack  ts 
an  Air  Force  senior  chaplain.  His 
vdng  wuy  be  sawugain  in 
hem's  way  beaming  January 
2009,  Pray  tocGcxJs  guidance 
and  wisdom.  Gods  safety  and 
strength  as  toey  enter  several 
months  of  uncertainty  with 
regards  to  the  future 


ll|  Minister's  Health  Workshop. 
Wakhai  Association  Office 
(P/ID|,  (2)  Summer  Missions 
Camp  tor  Bml  Central  HMs. 
28th  •  1  stlMuipj  Pray  tor 
outreach  during  the  ironman 
Triathlon  vt  Aff^ffuke 
Placid  and  dunnq  the  August 
akday  Vacation  Bible  Camp 
at  Lake  Placid  Church. 


(I  |  Minister's  Heakh 
Workshop.  North  Oxford  BC 
(PAD);  (2)  George  is  an  Army 
chap^yprA^ptoyHlIn 

saHoa  airmen,  8nrf  marines 
Pray  tor  service  members'  spir¬ 
itual  renewal  and  that  Christ 
would  draw  them  closer. 


(I  |  Last  Chance  Camp. 
Central  HMs.  4th  -  8th  (MM); 
|2|  Tom  Is  an  Air  National 
Guard  chapiatrvaerving  in 
Alaska  Praise  God  tor  the 
tour  people  fartMead  to 
know  Jesus  as  tfe  served  in  a 
mMkary  hospital  in  Germany 
that  treats  the  wounded 
Afghanistan  and  Iraq  military 


Malcom  and  Mefcsa  are  MSC  nms- 
snnaftes  ministHkig  to  handi¬ 
capped  and  disabled  people 
Mefcsa  also  scmms  the  cNtoren  s 
director  tor  Cig»£anyon  Cowboy 
Church  in  Ifendon-Texas.  Pray  tor 
the  new  Tarrf  vflbe  Program'  as 
the  I  fl  ■  6th  grade  chidren  learn 
Bfcfe  basics  and  arc  rewarded  wkh 
a  Bible  of  then  own 


c^fe^to  =  West  Vtigini^«Twrioon 

Praise  God  for  the  director  tor  C/fcsCanyon  Cowboy  minister  to  ctWcXen  In  a  cc 

fopte  fertl  lead  to  Church  n  Rendon,  Texas  Pray  tor  nky  in  the  ctaM&is  when 

lesus  as  rife  served  In  a  the  new  "Earn  a  able  Program'  as  are  drug  problems  Pray  fc 


Jenny  ts  a  cokegiate  evange¬ 
lism  missionary  working 
alongside  Ale  theta  Church 
serving  suidents  «» tour  col- 

she  wIN  be  Hfectve  in  shar 
Ing  herOkff  seeing  college 
students  reached  tor  Christ 
grow,  and  become  His  fol- 

II 1  Baptist  BuRding  AT  HOME 
DAYS;  (2)  Jim  and  Grace  are 
church  strengtheners  with  the 
West  Wgoa  Convention  They 
minister  id  children  In  a  commu¬ 
nity  In  the  cONflids  vrtiere  there 
are  drug  problems  Pray  tor 
aduk  believer  volunteers  to  help 
and  witness  to  the  families  of  the 
children 


Calvary  Campus.  Kentucky,  tor 
mertya  IQOyear-otd  Chnsoan 
school,  is  betog  converted  into  a 
camp  conference,  retreat  and 
famiy  Nfe  center  tor  the  people 
of  the  Appalachian  Mountains 
Pray  tor  safety  arxfproductMty 
as  motion  teams  come  in  Ms 
summer  from  al  over  the  U  S  to 
renovate  these  fadbes. 

Noel  is  a  church  restart  pastor  at 
Pleasant  Street  Church.  Maine 
Pray  that  people  w*  be  drawn 
to  the  tangd— i  of  God  through 
thee  summer  outreach  pro¬ 
grams.  Pray  that  God  vdl  put 
volunteers  and  staff  n  touch 
with  people  who  need  the 
Gospel  and  those  neeckng  a 
church  home 


Pray  tor  coiege  student  mto- 
sionartes  v*k>  wM  be  minis¬ 
tering  In  various  outreach 
efforts  this  summer.  Pray 

2?27 

tog  Dele  uWt,  the  largest 
toee  street  festival  on  the  east 
coast 


Mkheieisthepnyercoordkia- 
tor  tor  the  Mte  High  Association 
and  is  on  the  prayer  team  tor 
the  Colorado  Convention  Pray 
tor  good  anffltonce  at  the 
National  Rocky  Mountain  Prayer 
Conference.  August.  7-9.  20o8. 
and  cononung  development  of 
a  state  prayer  team 


(I)  Flake  s  Formula  tor  the 
Future.  FBC  Richland.  9  a  m 
•  noon  (SSL;  (2)  FamNyfest  on 
the  Coast  26th  -  30th 


|^  ■  1 1  >i  i  i  I  ar**-  **  yv*i> 

atw  r*r«cTxx)i^nicrfnscjor 

leadership  Training.  FBC 
Columbia;  Harrisburg  BC 
Tupelo. 


BREAK-OUTS: 

Fun  Tim  with  Kandi  Anderson  -  humorist,  rodio  personality,  Gulfport,  Miss. 
Preparing  for  the  Journey-  Talmodge  Smith,  AMD,  Brook  haven,  Miss. 
Seniors  on  Mission  with  God  -  Evelyn  Williams,  Newton,  Miss. 
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The  following  is  a  listing  of  contributions  made 
to  the  Lord's  work  which  were  processed 
through  the  Business  Office  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  from  January  1 , 
2006,  through  June  30,  2008.  An  **'  denotes  a 
gift  from  the  association.  If  you  have  any  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  amounts  reported  for  your 
church,  please  contact  the  Business  Office  at 
601  -968-3800  or  1  -800-748-1 651 . 
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to  focus  on  associations 


Commission  in  the  United  States,  know  Geoff  well  enough  to  know 
ranarla  and  their  territories  via  he  has  a  heart  for  associations,  so 
NAMB's  strategy  of  sharing  his  decision  doesn't  surprise  me." 
Christ,  starting  churches  ana  Sid  Hopkins,  an  associational 
sending  missionaries  in  coopera-  director  of  missions  with  the 
bon  with  its  Acts  1:8  partners —  Gwinnett  Metro  Baptist 

state  conventions,  local  assoda-  Association  in  Georgia  and 
tiorts  and  churches.  national  chairman  of  the 

"Every  one  of  NAMB's  Acts  Network  of  Baptist  Associations 
1:8  partners  plays  a  vital  role  in  (NOBA),  said,  *Tm  very  exdted 
fulfilling  the  Great  Commission  about  an  excellent  decision  by 

NAMB  leadership.  This  9ends  a 
great  message  mat  he  North 
American  Mission  Board  takes 
associations  very  seriously  and 
wants  to  work  nand-in-hand  to 
get  out  the  Gospel. 

"I  appreciate  David's  knowl¬ 
edge  and  expertise,"  Hopkins 
added.  "Also,  having  interacted 
personally  with  David,  I  appred- 
ate  his  heart  to  serve  associations 
as  we  work  in  partnership  to  pro¬ 
vide  ongoing  training  and 
resources  tor  the  local  church." 

Meacham  said  he  is  looking 
forward  to  assisting  assodations 
in  the  areas  of  evangelism,  church 
planting  and  missions,  especially 
with  the  added  challenge  of 
NAMB's.  recently  announced 

_ «• _ i  _ if _ _ 


the  newly-created  job  follows  a  said.  "And  that' s  why  1 
NAMB- ini  hated  think  tank"  ensuring  that  providing 
meeting  in  April  during  which  to  all  1,200  Southern 
NAMB/ associational  relations  assodations  continues  I 
was  discussed  and  redefined.  The  high  priority." 
session  was  attended  by  NAMB  Hammond  called  Mi 
representatives,  assodational  "bridge-builder  who  c 
missionaries,  several  state  execu-  relationships  across  ge 
tive  directors  and  state  directors  which  could  lead  to  m 
of  missions.  rive  partnerships  for  tht 

With  the  attendees  represent-  lizahon  of  Norm  Amerii 
ing  a  cross-section  of  younger,  Russell  Cook,  directc 
older,  metro  and  rural  elements  siorts  for  Pottawatomi 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Baptist  Assodation  in  C 
Convention,  the  entire  day  was  and  immediate  past  pre 
spent  praying,  visioning  and  the  Southern  Baptist  G 
planning  in  an  open  dialogue  on  of  Assodational  Dire 
now  NAMB  and  the  associations  Missions  (SBC  A  DOM 
could  better  team  together  to  Hammond's  decision  "some- 
reach  North  America  for  Christ. 

NAMB  President  Jeff 
Hammond  said  with  Meacham 
in  the  new  post  assodations  w  ill 
have  a  higher  profile  as  NAMB 
assists  Southern  Baptists  in  their 
task  of  fulfilling  the  Great 


support 


COM!  SR  DON  PIPER,  AUTHOR  OF  music  evangelist,  Ron  Hamilton  at  225- 
90  Minutes  in  Heaven,  at  North  328-5961  or  601-583-3905. 
Greenwood  Baptist  Church,  PRESCHOOL  MINISTER:  FBC, 
Greenwood.  Miss.  Tuesday,  |u!y  29  &  Clarksville,  Tenn..  seeks  a  fulltime  minis- 
Wednesday,  July  30,  at  7  p.m.  each  ter  to  preschool  to  plan  and  coordinate  a 
evening.  Nursery  will  be  provided.  For  comprehensive  ministry  to  preschool 
information,  call  662-453-2801,  615  children  and  their  families.  Please  send 

Grand  BKd,  Grenwood,  Miss.  _  resumes  to  Ron  Moore,  435  Madison 

SE BREN'S  SIDING,  IACKSON,  Street  Clarksville.  TN  37040. _ 

Christian  owned.  All  home  improvements,  HUNTING  RETREAT:  PERFECT  FOR 
vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal  and  shin-  church  or  individual.  Loaded  w/deer  and 
gle  roofs,  patio  covers,  screen  and  glass  turkey,  110+ A  acres  wrt  000  sq.  ft  house, 
rooms.  601-992-2092.  Don  &  Rita  30  min.  from  lackson  in  Hinds  Co. 

Sebratt  owners.  _  Hardwoods,  creeks  &  open  fields, 

AFFORDABLE  BEACHFRONT 


&  $2,900  per  acre.  Nick  Clark,  R.E.,  601- 

beachside  vacation  condos.  Gulf  317-2536. _ 

Shores  and  Orange  Beach,  Alabama  FOR  RENT,  FORT  WALTON  BEACH  • 
Best  value  on  the  beach!  Lowest  Destin  Florida.  Gulf  Front  2  Bedroom  con- 
Prices!  Over  50  lop  quaility  condos!  dominium.  Lots  of  Amenities  Special  Rale 
Vtxir  satisfaction  is  our  top  priority,  By  Owner  call  Lucy  770-831-3651  or 

owned  &  operated  by  Christian  family  SGLucytewrnconnect.crrn. _ _ 

since  1988,  205-556-0368  or  VISIT  THE  MA|EST1C  ALPS  OF  GERMANY, 

205-752-1231,  Austria,  and  Switzerland  June  2 1  -July 

www.Kulf5horescondos.com. _ 1,  2010  (only  one  weekends  See  the 

THE  LIGHTHOUSE  CHRISTIAN  world  famous  Passion  Play  of 
Beach  Retreat  and  Conference  Oberammergau.  Contact  Rev.  Bill 
Center,  Orange  Beach,  Alabama.  Stanford  601-924-3747  for  a  brochure. 
Directly  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  CONCRETE  SLABS.  WESTBROOK 
Ideal  for  church  beach  retreats.  From  Construction,  specializing  in  form  and  fin- 
10  to  150  people,  $30  per  night  per  ishing  concrete  for  residential  and  corn- 
person.  A  ministry  of  Romar  Beach  merctal  jobs,  licensed,  bonded;  church  (fe- 
Baptist  Church.  Call  Don  at  251-  counts offered.  Call 601-842-9976 or 601- 

752-2366.  2 13-8026  lor  kee  climate. _ 

REASONABLY  PRICED  INSUR-  GULF  SHORES  VACATION  HOME: 
ANCE:  Medicare  supplements,  August  Special  $399/wk.  September 
major  medical,  &  small  group  health  Special  S299Wk.  md.  cleaning  fees.  Call 
insurance  plans  available  for  individ-  225-241-5667  or  visit  www.gsfamilyre- 

uals  &  churches.  Call  Carra  Turner  Irate  com. _ 

662  231-4487  for  rates  or  visit  ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  FOR  YOUTH  AND 
www.tumerlnsuranceonline.com. 


1.  New  Liberty  Church, 
Tishomingo  Association, 

ordained  Seth  Kennedy  (cen¬ 
ter)  to  the  Gospel  ministry  on 
July  13.  Pictured  with 
Kennedy  are  his  father 
Edwin  Kennedy  (left),  pastor 
of  New  Liberty  Cnurch, 
Tishomingo  Association,  and 
Ron  Norvell,  pastor  of  New 
Salem  Church,  Tishomingo 
Association,  where  Seth 
Kennedy  will  serve  as  youth 
minister. 


RiteBus  •  RitePrice  •  RitePlace 
Talk  to  BUI  Clark  601-750-2364 
www.ritewaybussales.com 


Rite  Way  Bus  Sales 

206*1  Hwv  49  South.  Florencv.  MS  3W73 
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i-trt  >'t  ,-diu  atu|||  and  admin  I 

i-tration  at  Poplar  Springs 

Drive  Church,  Meridian. 

3.  McElroy 

Buddy  McElroy  has  begun  a 

new  music  ministry  called  Colossians  3:16  ministries.  He  is  a 
published  author  and  has  taught  music  for  12  years  for  five  New 
Orleans  Seminaiy  extension  program.  He  may  be  contacted  at 
buddymcelroy@6ellsouth.net.  Telephone:  (601)  679-1887. 


FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC. 

Parkview  Baptist  Church,  Greenville. 
Miss.,  is  seeking  a  full-time  minister 
of  music.  Please  send  resume  to  per¬ 
sonnel  committee,  712  McAllister 
St.,  Greenville,  MS  38701,  or  email 

to  parkv  tewpObellsouth.net. _ 

LIBERTY  RAPT1ST  CHURCH  IN 
Flowood.  one  of  the  fastest  growing 
cities  in  MS  desires  to  fill  the  positions 
of  Music,  Education  and  Youth.  Please 
send  resume  to  Search  Committee, 
5199  Lakeland  Dr.,  Flowood,  MS 
39232.  Fax  601-992-4242  or  email 

officetefocflowood.org. _ 

IMMANUEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
Vicksburg,  Miss.,  seeking  individual  for 
full-time  Minister  of  Music.  Please  send 
resume  to  Immanuel  Baptist  Church, 
attn:  personnel  committee,  6949  Hwy 
61  South,  Vicksburg,  MS  39180.  Or 
email  to  IBC_personnelteyahoo.com  or 
contact  Michael  Bull  at  601-218-5325.- 
PELAHATCHIE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS 
seeking  a  part-time  Minister  of  Music  for 
Worship  Services.  Adult  youth,  and  chil¬ 
dren's  choirs.  Please  forward  resume  to 
the  Mahatchie  Baptist  Church,  search 
committee.  P  O  Box  876,  Ma hatch le, 
MS  39145,  attn:  Due  McKinion.  Email: 
dueterankincounty.org. 


_ Family  Ministry.  FBC.  Arkadelphia. 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free  Arkansas,  is  receiving  resumes  for  this  paw- 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman,  lion  through  August  1 5, 2008.  The  position 

Miss.,  phone  601-776-6617. _  description  can  be  viewed  at  the  website 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC,  SERVING  www.fbcark.org.  Resumes  and  letters  of 
MS  &  AL  since  1992.  Call  800605-2970  introduction  can  be  emailed  to 
PERMACOAT  SIDING  A  REMODEL-  (hca1teiocc.com  or  mailed  to  FBC  623 
ING:  vinyl  siding,  sunrooms,  metal  roofo  Pine  Street,  Arkadefohia,  Arkansas  71923. 
house  washing,  patio  ewers  and  much  DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  A 
more.  Call  lames  Thompson  at  601  -850-  STEEPLES.  Baptistry  murals,  heaters, 
9620  or  601  -932-3979  _  _  lighting,  seating,  wall  crosses,  pew 

NATIONAL  QUARTET  CONVENTION  cushions,  krinklglas.  carpet,  signs. 
September  10-14  Louisville,  Church  Supply  Company  of  Texas,  800- 

Kentucky-  Gaithers,  Signature  Sound.  728-8291 .  _ 

Triumphant  and  dozens  more,  singing  CABIN  IN  GATIINBURG  FOR  RENT: 
News  Awards,  5  days  4  nights  2  bedrm  2  bath,  full  kitchen,  groat  view  of 
$795.00  pp/dbl  All  costs  included.  National  FVk.  $95  0OViite  Call  for  infor- 
Purpose  Driven  Tours  601  -371  -8733.  mation  281-855-4469  or  812-92a2- 
STAINED  GLASS:  NEW  WINDOWS  0401/0141.  Email  pdiw4760teatt.ne^ 
and  repairs.  Hopper  Stained  Glass.  NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
lackson.  877-477-1899.  Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also, 


activity,  program  or  service.  Also 
music  and/or  pulpit  supply.  Contact 


1 .  Seth  Kennedy  ordained 
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CD  or  IRA 
Maturing? 


I  low  Alton! 
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1.  Lake  Como  Church,  Bay 
Springs,  recently  held 
Vacation  Bible  School. 
Shown  are  participants. 

2.  The  children  of  First 
Church,  Plantersville, 
raised  $250  for  World 
Changers  during  their 
recent  Vacation  Bible 
School.  Pictured  is  pastor 
Danny  Balint  receiving  a 

Bie  in  the  face  for  reaching 
te  giving  goal. 

3.  Arkabutla  Church, 

Arkabutla,  set  a  record 
for  participants  during 
their  recent  Vacation  Bible 
School.  Pictured  are  chil¬ 
dren  participating  in  a 
balloon  release. 


Uowship  11  a.m.;  James  Culpepper, 

service  speaker;  James  Burrell, 

L,  7  pm;  pastor, 

ker;  Joy 

Lynn  13.  First  Church,  Batesville: 

Owen  Revival,  July  27- Aug.  1; 

Sun.,  8:15  a.m.,  10:45  a.m., 
and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  noon 
Church,  and  7  p.m.;  Don  Taylor, 

ing,  July  speaker;  Perry  Robbins; 

>:45  am.;  Ronnie  Cottingnam,  music, 

owed  by  (662)  563-7655. 


Brooknaven: 

Homecoming,  August  10; 
11  a.m.  followed  by  lunch. 

25.  Fellowship  Church, 
Ellisville:  Homecoming, 
Aug.  10;  Sunday  School  9 
14.  Rocky  Springs  Church,  a.m.;  worship  service  10 

Yazoo  Association:  150-  a.m.;  Hearts  Desire  singing 

year  Homecoming  and  group  11  a.m.  followed  by 

Revival.  Services,  Aug.  1-2  dinner  on  the  grounds.  Ken 

at  7  p.m.;  Homecoming  Cooper,  speaker;  Joey 

Aug.  3  at  11  a.m.  followed  McGill,  music, 
by  dinner  on  the  grounds; 

John  Yates,  speaker.  (662)  26.  Center  Hill  Church, 

746-6450.  Hamilton:  Revival,  Aug. 

10-13.  Sun.,  Sunday  School 
9  a.m.,  worship  11  a.m., 
evening  worship  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Tommy 
Whaley,  speaker;  Jasper 
Butler,  music.  Terry 
Edwards,  pastor. 


2.  Balint,  First  Church 
Plantersville 


15.  Gillsburg  Church,  Osyka: 

125th  anniversary  celebra¬ 
tion,  Aug.  3;  Worship  ser¬ 
vice  10  a.m.  followed  by 
dinner  on  the  grounds; 
mini-concert  1  p.m.;  birth¬ 
day  party,  5:15  p.m; 

Ordination  service  3  p.m.  27.  Calvary  Church,  Silver 

Creek:  Homecoming, 

16.  Sunrise  Church,  Petal:  August  17;  Bible  study  9:30 

Homecoming,  Aug.  3;  11  a.m.;  worship  10:30  a.m. 

a.m.  followed  by  dinner  on  followed  by  lunch.  Leon 

the  grounds.  Jim  Futral,  Wallace,  speaker;  Tim 

speaker;  Gerald  Buckley,  Robertson,  pastor, 
pastor.  (601)  584-7970. 

28.  Arkadelphia  Church, 

17.  Calvary  Church,  Canton:  Bailey:  150th  anniversary 

Revival,  Aug.  3-6;  Sun.,  celebration,  Aug.  17;  10:30 

10:30  a.m.  and  6:30  p.m.;  a.m.  worship  service  fol- 

Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Ben  lowed  by  fellowship  lun- 

{ames.  speaker;  Scott  cheon. 
ones,  music;  Tom 
Rayburn,  pastor. 

18.  Pleasant  Hill  Church,  New 
Hebron:  Revival,  Aug.  3-6; 

Sun.  11  a.m.  followed  by 
lunch.  Sun.-Wed.  7  p.m. 

Johnny  Sykes,  speaker; 

Ronnie  (Nottingham,  music; 

Philip  Douglas,  pastor. 

19.  Darlove  Church, 

Hollandale:  Homecoming, 

Aug.  3. 

20.  Holcomb  Church, 

Holcomb:  Revival,  Aug. 

3-6;  Sun.,  Sunday  School 
10  a.m.  followed  by  wor¬ 
ship  and  covered  dish 
lunch,  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  David  Ford, 
speaker;  Sandy  Land; 
music;  Bob  Johnson,  pas¬ 
tor.  (662)  614-9155. 

21.  Ogden  Church,  Bentonia: 

Revival,  Aug.  3-6.  Sun., 

10:30  a.m.  followed  by  din¬ 
ner  on  the  grounds;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Scotty 

McDowell,  speaker. 

22.  Brush  Creek  Church, 

Walnut:  Revival,  Aug.  3-8; 

Sun.,  regular  time;  Mon.- 
Friday  7  p.m.;  George 
DeRousse,  speaker.  Carroll 
Talley,  pastor. 


6.  McAdams  Church, 

McAdams:  Revival.  July  27- 
30;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.  Gene 
Richardson,  speaker; 
Michelle  Jones,  music;  James 
Young,  pastor. 

7.  Baxterville  Church, 

Lumberton:  Revival,  July 
27-Aug.l;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  fol¬ 
lowed  by  dinner  on  the 
grounds;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Valton  Douglas, 
speaker;  Ron  Hamilton, 
music;  Raymond  Parkin, 
pastor.  (601)  796-4788. 

8.  Calvary  Church,  Silver 
Creelc  Revival,  July  27-30. 
Brent  Benson,  speaker.  Eric 
Benson,  music;  Tim 
Robertson,  pastor. 

9.  Sapa  Church,  Eupora: 

Revival,  July  27-30;  Sun.,  11 
a.m.  followed  by  lunch.  7 
p.m.  nightly;  Don  Parrish, 
speaker;  Steve  and  Becky 
Carver,  music;  Harvey 
Overstreet,  pastor.  (662)  262- 
7188. 


29.  Shiloh  Church, 

Mantachie:  Homecoming, 
Aug.  17;  10:30  a.m.  fol¬ 
lowed  by  lunch  and 
singing  by  The  Masters 
Quartet.  (662)  282-7248. 
Henry  Jenkins,  pastor. 

30.  Slayden  Church,  Lamar: 
Revival,  Aug.  17-20;  Jimmy 
Porter,  speaker;  Steve  ana 
Becky  Carver,  music;  David 
Bishop,  pastor. 


3.  Arkabutla  Church  VBS 


Don  Piper 


author  of  90  Minutes  in  Heaven 

will  be  at 


10.  White  Oak  Church,  Smith 
Association:  Revival,  July 
27-30;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m. 
Mark  Byrd,  speaker;  Stan 
and  Cissi  Majure,  music. 

11  New  Hope  Church, 
Sumrall:  Revival,  July  27- 
August  1;  Sun.  11  a.m.  fol¬ 
lowed  by  lunch  and  after¬ 
noon  services  at  1:15  p.m.; 
Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Mickey 
Steele,  speaker;  Daniel  Lee, 
music. 


Tliefday,  July  29th  and  Wednesday,  July  30th 

The  time  will  be  7:00  p.m.  each  evening. 

Nursery  will  be  provided.  Book  signing  will  follow  each  evening. 
615  Grand  Boulevard,  Greenwood,  Miss. 

For  more  information,  call  662-453-2801. 

Love  offering  to  be  received. 


O’Mire  Financial  Services 

406  Orchard  Park  Drive 
Ridgeland,  MS  39157 

1.800.8443254 

601.9573841 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 

How  Heavenly  is  Heaven? 

Revelation  21:1-5, 22-27;  22:1-5 


^  janice  R  Fortenberry _ 

It  was  March  20,  1990,  and 


from  one  end  of  my 
body  to  the  other.  One 
minute  I  was  in  such 


day  in  delivery.  I  was  in 
God's  presence  and  I 
can't  wait  to  experience 
that  intimacy  with  Him 
every  minute  through¬ 
out  eternity. 

John  mentions  over 
50  visions  in 
Revelation,  either 
something  he  saw  or  a 
vision  explained  to  him 


we  had  anticipated  the  birth  of  anguish  I  didn't  think  I  Fortenberry  b  an  *4  Revelation 
our  first  child  with  joy  and  could  stand  it.  The  next  thing  I  21:1-2,  the  last  vision  of  the 
excitement.  Because  the  baby  knew  I  was  at  peace.  I  asked  the  book,  offers  hope  for  those  who 


excitement.  Decause  tne  Daoy  knew  I  was  at  peace.  I  asked  the  book,  offers  hope  for  those  who 
hadn't  moved  in  the  past  24  nurse  if  she  had  put  medication  are  the  bride  of  Christ.  Isaiah 
hours,  I  went  first  to  the  doc-  in  my  IV  but  she  said  no,  that  I  had  a  similar  vision  some  700 
tor's  office  and  then  to  the  had  6een  praying.  years  before.  (See  Isa.  65:  17-25 

delivery  room.  I  watched  as  I  wasn  t  conscious  of  praying  and  Isa.  66:22-23). 
they  connected  the  fetal  moni-  but  I  will  never  forget  the  peace  John  saw  a  new  heaven  and  a 
tor  and  saw  with  utter  and  that  came  over  me.  God's  pres-  new  earth.  (21:1-5).  Many  schol- 
complete  horror  that  the  line  ence  was  so  real  that  He  might  ars  believe  that  the  universe  as 
on  the  monitor  was  flat.  The  as  well  have  been  sitting  right  we  know  it  will  be  destroyed  by 
baby  was  dead.  there  next  to  me  on  that  gurney.  God  in  order  to  create  a  new 

Tne  grief  that  gripped  my  People  have  different  con-  order.  After  all,  our  present  uni¬ 
body  was  indescribable.  My  cepts  of  what  heaven  will  be  verse  is  not  designed  for  etemi- 
heart  was  broken,  I  was  utterly  like.  Some  see  it  as  our  sitting  on  ty  time.  The  sun,  for  instance,  is 
defeated  and  I  felt  as  if  I  were  clouds  playing  harps.  Some  a  star  that's  burning  out! 
slipping  over  an  edge.  The  reali-  focus  on  tne  precious  metals  Scientists  have  known  since  the 
ty  of  mat  moment  was  more  making  up  the  New  Jerusalem,  early  20th  century  that  the  uni- 
tnan  I  could  bear.  Some  have  no  notion  at  all;  they  verse  is  expanding,  resulting  in 

Then  a  miracle  happened,  just  want  to  get  there.  As  for  me,  less  density  and  more  darkness. 
Calm  came  over  me  that  went  I  saw  a  glimpse  of  Heaven  that  There  are  i9  explicit  mentions  of 


baby  was  aeaa. 

Tne  grief  that  gripped  my 
body  was  indescribable.  My 
heart  was  broken,  I  was  utterly 
defeated  and  I  felt  as  if  I  were 
slipping  over  an  edge.  The  reali¬ 
ty  of  mat  moment  was  more 
tnan  I  could  bear. 

Then  a  miracle  happened. 
Calm  came  over  me  that  went 


die  "Day  of  the  Lord"  in  the  Old 
Testament  and  four  in  the  New 
Testament  and  most  of  them 
mention  darkness.  (See  Mark 
13:24,  for  example) 

But  don't  worry,  we  won't 
need  natural  light.  We  will  be 
illuminated  in  the  New 
Jerusalem  by  the  very  light  of 
God  Almighty.  "The  glory  of 
God  made  the  city  bright."  (Rev. 
21:11  CEV) 

Now  where  exactly  will 
heaven  be?  Surprisingly,  it  will 
be  right  here  on  the  new  earth 
and  it  will  be  glorious  (21:22-27). 
In  21:10,  John  describes  being 
led  to  a  high  mountain  where  he 
saw  the  brew  Jerusalem  coming 
down  from  God  in  heaven.  The 
city,  scholars  point  out,  will  be 
1,400  miles  cubed  with  12  gates 
on  each  side  representing  tne  12 
tribes  of  Israel.  The  city  will  rest 
on  12  foundation  stones,  each 
700  square  feet  and  made  of  a 
single  precious  stone  bearing 
the  names  of  the  12  apostles. 

The  gates,  always  open  since 
no  evil  will  be  allowed  to  enter, 
will  be  of  a  single  perfect  pearl 
towering  some  1,400  feet  high. 


And  die  best  part  of  the  New 
Jerusalem?  God  himself  will 
dwell  in  it  eliminating  the  need 
for  a  temple  (21:22,  7:15). 

Through  the  middle  of  this 
city  will  flow  the  river  of  life. 
It  will  have  no  hydrological 
source  but  will  flow  from  the 
throne  of  God,  symbolizing 
the  continual  flow  of  eternal 
life  (21:1-5).  The  healing  leaves 
mentioned  in  verse  2  from  the 
tree  of  life  show  the  complete 
absence  of  any  physical  or 
spiritual  want. 

Revelation  is  a  conclusion  of 
the  story  begun  in  Genesis. 
The  curse  that  separated  man 
from  God  in  the  Garden  of 
Eden  will  be  lifted.  We  will  live 
in  perfect  harmony  with  our 
Creator  and  with  tne  Lamb.  I 
wish  I  could  be  impressed  by 
streets  of  gold  but  I'm  not.  I 
hunger  for  the  intimate  com¬ 
munion  with  God.  I  got  a  taste 
of  it  that  fateful  day  in  March 
and  I  can't  wait  to  experience  it 
for  all  eternity. 

Fortenberry  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  McComb. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Jerusalem:  Facing  Conflict 

Acts  15:1-2,  6-15,  22-23a  (ends  "them"),  27-28 
By  W.  Wayne  VanHom 


Christians  meant  well  and 
sincerely  believed  circum- 
cision  was  to  be  as  much  a 
sign  of  die  new  covenant  VanHom 
as  it  had  been  of  the  old. 

Their  insistence  that  Gentile  Holj 
believes  had  to  be  circumcised  in  Jewi: 
order  to  be  saved  brought  them  Petei 
"into  sharp  dispute  ana  debate"  and 
with  Paul  ana  Barnabas  (Acts  spec 
15:2;  NIV).  The  sharp  dispute  ence 
refers  to  arguing  and  discord;  die  Genl 
Jewish  debate  refers  to  discussion  over  vati< 
Christian  believers  in  Jerusalem,  controversial  issues.  Thus  sincere  ques 
This  lesson  addresses  conflict  Christians,  Jewish  and  Gentile,  test 
among  Christians  and  shows  found  themselves  embroiled  in  cour 
ways  to  resolve  such  conflict,  conflict  over  issues  erf  salvation.  lnst< 
assuming  all  parties  are  willing  to  The  believers  came  up  with  a  whe 
seek  positive  results.  very  logical  decision;  they  would  beco 

1.  Agree  to  Resolve  the  send  Paul  Barnabas,  and  several  ^ey 
Problem  (Acts  15:1-2)  other  brothers,  to  Jerusalem  to  the 

Conflict  first  arose  in  the  settle  the  matter  with  the  fron 
church  in  Antioch  when  Jewish  Apostles  and  elders.  wan 

Christians  from  Jerusalem,  who  2.  Discuss  the  Issues  (Acts  God 
had  been  taught  in  die  traditions  15:6-12)  Genl 

of  Judaism,  came  to  Antioch  and  In  Jerusalem,  Paul  and  then 
insisted  that  the  Gentile  converts  Barnabas  met  with  the  apos-  theo 


landscape-, building-,  or  coject-only  pho¬ 
tographs  will  be  printed.  News  items  anchor 
photographs  can  be  published  one  time 
only.  Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one 
week  prior  to  requested  publication  (kite. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 

Submit  news  ana  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601 1  292-3330. 
E-mail:  baptistrecord©mbcb.org. 


standardized  forms  provided  by  the 
newspaper.  All  articles  must  be  received 
In  writing;  no  articles  will  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electroni¬ 
cally  to  the  address  below,  and  must 
be  contained  in  the  message  segment 
of  an  e-mail  form.  Due  to  increasing 
virus  threats,  no  text  attachments  will 
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Mississippi  College  gradu¬ 
ate  J.  Randall  CrBnen  has 
been  named  president  of 
Carson-Newman  College 
in  Jefferson  City,  Tn.  Prior 
to  nis  selection,  he  served  as 


1.  O'Brien 


1.  McComb 


executive  vice-president 


and  provost  at  Baylor 
University  in  Waco,  Texas. 


Carson-Newman  College  is 
affiliated 


Tennessee 


Convention. 


2.  Cleary  Church,  Florence, 
I  will  host  a  satellite  simul¬ 


cast  of  best-selling 
LifeWay  Christian  Re¬ 
sources  author  and  speak¬ 
er  Beth  Moore  from  6:30- 
p.m.  on  Aug.  1  and  8:30 
a.m.-noon  on  August  2.  For 


L 


3.  First  Church,  Soso  CentriKids 


1  liiijfek' 

MrV*  . 

UiUJiJJAV’li 1 


ticket  information  and 


other  details,  contact 
Grantham  at  (601) 


ext.  301.  E-mail 


mediacaclearybaptist.org. 


A  total  of  13  children  from 
First  Church,  Soso,  attend 
ed  CentriKids  Cam 


Js  mli  J  C.IUi*  1  »;■  1 1  l»-~j 


4.  North  Greenwood  Church, 
Greenwood,  will  host  Dan 
Piper;  author  of  90  Minutes 
in  Heaven,  on  July  29  and 
July  30  at  7  p.m.  each  night. 
Nursery  wul  be  provided. 
Love  offering  will  be 
received.  (662)  453-2801. 

5.  New  Liberty  Church, 
Tishomingo  Association, 
recently  attended  camp  at 
Earl  Trent  Assembly  in 
Florence,  Al.,  WSh  four  pro¬ 
fessions  of  faith,  the  group 
came  home  a  100% 
Christian  family.  Edwin 
Kennedy,  pastor. 

6.  The  first  meeting  of  the 


»sper  County  Ministers 
ates  was  held  recently 
at  Lake  Como  Church, 
Bay  Springs.  Pictured  are 
participants. 

7.  Bethsaida  Church, 

Philadelphia,  held  ground¬ 
breaking  ceremonies  July  9 
for  die  new  family  life  center. 
Pictured  are  participants. 

8.  Smith  Association,  Raleigh, 
sent  a  mission  team  to  Ohio 
June  21-28  to  conduct 
Upward  basketball  camps 
and  servant  evangelism 


Churches  represented  on  the 
team  were  Mize,  Mt.  Zion, 
Union,  and  White  Oak. 

Members  of  Ingomar 
Church,  Ingomar,  recent¬ 
ly  went  on  a  mission  trip 
to  assist  with  construction 
and  lead  Vacation  Bible 
School  for  House  of  Hope 
ministry.  Pictured  are  par- 


ited  on  the 


.  Si.  -  .  ..  ■ 


7.  Bethsaida  Church,  Philadelphia 


8.  Smith  Association  mission  team 


«  [tti  I  •:  i  1 1  •  -  m  . 


Jackson,  MS  39205 


6.  Jasper  County  Ministers  Mates 


11.  Bluff  Springs,  Magnolia 
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